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Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Monday, June 12th at 6:00 P.M. 
5 Park Street – Rohner Park Recreation Hall 

 
We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another 

All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission 
Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

The Commission May Take Action on any Item on this Agenda. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER / FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL      6:00 PM 

Commissioners Staff  
Chair Shelly Mendes City Manager Mark Wheetley 
Vice Chair Kathy Christensen General Services Superintendent Mike Johnson 
Commissioner Karen Hardcastle Interim Director of Parks & Recreation Kevin Carter 
Commissioner Sal Chinnici Rec/Transportation Admin Supervisor Kathy Rexford 
Commissioner Jose Garcinuno Council Representative  
 Councilmember Dean Glaser 

 
II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

Members of the Public may be heard on any item of interest not on the Public Meeting Agenda. Speakers addressing the 
Commission will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised that, by law, the Commissioners can only deliberate or 
take action on items that are included on the agenda.  

 
III. PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Discussion of mower(s) to be included in next fiscal year’s budget 

 
IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

These matters are routine in nature and are usually approved by a single vote.  Any member of the Commission may 
pull a particular item for further discussion. 

 
A. Parks & Recreation Commission Special Meeting Minutes for March 3, 2017 
B. Monthly Parks and Recreation Staff reports for April 2017. 
 

V. BUSINESS 

A. Present Measure E proposed projects with descriptions & estimates to determine order of priority. 
 

VI. PARKS AND RECREATION STAFF REPORT 
 
VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 
VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 At this time, members of the Commission may consider or request items to be placed on a future agenda through a 

consensus of the majority. 
 

IX. ADJOURN 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any non-confidential documents or writings that the City distributes, less 
than 72 hours before a regular meeting, to all or a majority of the legislative body's members must be made available to 
members of the public at the same time as the distribution. Documents and information related to the agenda topics are 
available for review at City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Members of the public are 
invited to come to the meeting and comment.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need 
special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 725-7600.  Notification prior to the 
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
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CALL TO ORDER:   
Chair Mendes called the Public Session to order at 6:02 PM 
 
ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  
Chair Shelly Mendes Interim City Manager Randy Mendosa 
Vice Chair Kathy Christensen  General Services Superintendent Mike Johnson  
Commissioner Karen Hardcastle  Interim Parks and Recreation Director Kevin Carter (absent) 
Commissioner Sal Chinnici  Rec/Trans Admin Supervisor Kathy Rexford  
Commissioner Jose (Pepe) Garcinuno 
(absent) 

Director of Public Works Merritt Perry 

 Council Representative  
 Councilmember Dean Glaser 

  
ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

  
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
A. Discussion of Measure E funds for the Parks and Recreation Department to be included in the 

17/18 budget process. 
• Director of Public Works Merritt Perry explained the Measure E campaign and process.  He 

informed the committee on the two soccer fields that the McLean Foundation will be donating to 
the City at Newburg Park.  He also informed the committe about the property by the River Lodge 
that the owner is wanting to sell to the City.  Director of Public Works Perry presented a chart 
with Measure E ideas and that has been attached.   

• General Services Superintendent Mike Johnson gave the idea about improving the drainage and 
raising up Soccer 1 field. 

• Commissioner Hardcastle had the idea to bring more fine arts to the Recreation Department.  She 
would like to see the fees for the Senior Center reduced as we have many groups that we wave 
the fees for.  She asked about having exercise classes for the seniors and for the City to sponsor 
Pickleball.  She also stated that there are many seniors that need rides to Eureka for medical 
appointments and that the Senior Center receives about 100 calls a month regarding that issue.  
She would like to see activities for youth ages 14-18 and open gym for pickleball and basketball.  
She also brought up the idea about an outdoor movie night.   

• Vice Commissioner Christensen said she would like to see the Newburg Park parking lot be 
repaired and General Services Superintendent Johnson stated that is in the works.  She would like 
to see the play equipment at Rohner Park be upgraded and an ADA swing and access put in the 
park.  She stated that an exercise path with signs would be a great benefit to the community. 

• Chair Mendes stated she would like to see more park property and the property at Penn and 
Drake that is owned by the City turned into a park. 

• Commissioner Chinnici asked if the Park Maintenance has looked into the lease vs buying 
equipment and also stated that he thought the number one priorty was purchasing the land by the 
River Lodge.  He would also like to look into a turf field that could be used year around for 
sports and the John Campbell Trail to be completed. 

• Many agreed that the parks need another full time Parks Maintenance employee.  It was 
mentioned that the wages could be split between Parks and Streets in the budget as parks 
maintain the median which is part of the blvd. 
 

 

Minutes of the Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 
Special Meeting  

Wednesday, May 3, 2017 - 6:00 p.m., Recreation Hall at Rohner Park 
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
• Bring plans for the Community Center to look at together 
• Have the McLean Foundation come and present the needs for the community 

 
 

ADJOURN  
Chair Chinnici moved, seconded by Commissioner Hardcastle to adjourn at 7:45 PM. Voice Vote. Motion 
Carried 4-0 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Kathy Rexford, Rec/Transportation Admin Supervisor 
Thru: Linda McGill, City Clerk                          
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STAFF REPORT  
City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 

 
DATE:  April 17, 2017 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Kevin Carter, Deputy Director of Public Works/Interim Parks and Recreation Director 
 
THRU:  Mark Wheetley City Manager  
 
SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for March 2017 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report as an informational item. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
Administration  
 
(Prepared by Kevin Carter, Deputy Director of Public Works/Interim Parks & Recreation 
Director)  
 
During the month of March, Parks Administration continued on the Parks/Transit Office ADA Remodel. 
Bid packages were sent out and opened on March 23, and Adams Commercial General Contracting was 
the apparent low bidder. Staff presented the bids to Council and the Authorization of Award for 
construction was completed shortly afterward. Construction is expected to be from late April through 
June/July. During the time that the parks office is under construction, the Recreation Hall will be the 
temporary parks office.  
 
The Monday Club ADA Ramp and Entrance Project finished, and the old lift will be removed shortly.  
 
Staff is working daily to keep up with the spring grasses in the medians and as we can in the parks due to 
standing water. An old Cypress tree in Rohner Park needs to be removed due to hazards of falling 
branches near the cookshack area. Staff does not want to remove this tree, however it has become 
hazardous and needs to be remediated.  
 
Parks   
 
(Prepared by Pierre Cousineau, Parks Maintenance Lead Worker)  
 
Rohner Park 
 
Rohner Park was in a bit of a mess due to the rain and wind that seems to becoming the new norm.  Staff 
kept busy removing downed and broken branches from many trees and the hillside drain was constantly 
being cleared of the falling duff from the redwood trees.  Staff moved several large rocks into the park 
and placed them in various locations that had become parking problems in part due again to the rain.  A 
large pine tree decided to just give up and fall over near the entrance to the park and the top of the tree 
which was blocking the sidewalk was trimmed back and hauled away, clearing the way for safe 
pedestrian travel.  The tree will be removed as the ground around it dries up a bit; soil saturation and wind 
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seem to have been part of its decision.  Staff cleared out several of the flower beds in the park then 
layered in several inches of fresh chips cleaning things up a bit and adding weed prevention at the same 
time.   
 
Working with Dave Reed and Mike Randsford at the City Yard, all the riding lawn mowers, tractors, 
Rake-o-Vac and the gator were delivered for the winter oil change and maintenance issues.  The cook 
shack was readied for a couple of events; it seems people are ready to spend time outdoors and hoping for 
sunshine.  The usual maintenance issues of toilets, urinals and sinks in various locations were taken care 
of.  The Pavilion received some attention this month, Eureka Flooring added another layer of floor seal 
which will aid in the life of the floor and staff spent time learning how to use the new Clark floor cleaning 
machine that went on line this month.  With the addition of the machine, time will be saved during 
cleaning with a much better end result then traditional floor mopping.  While in the Pavilion Staff 
replaced bad lamps in fixtures, batteries from fire alarms and repaired the base of the rolling gate post. 
 
Newburg Park 
 
Newburg Park was also in need of cleanup due to the high winds and rains with tree branches falling on 
fences, sidewalks and onto the Newburg Road.  In the rest rooms minor stall repairs took place as well as 
lamp replacement.  Staff managed to cut and sweep some of the grass on the hardball fields; however 
with rain falling so heavily the ground has remained far too saturated for our machines to use without 
doing more damage than good.  Staff monitors each field on a daily basis to see if we can get out on the 
fields but with the amount of rain coming in it has been slowing down the job, reminding me of the way it 
was twenty years ago when I started working in the Parks Department under Mr. Gordon Holt.  As the 
weather allows staff will be out on the fields cutting and sweeping, but as we all know Mother Nature bats 
last. 
 
River Lodge and Monday Club 
 
Staff worked with Joanna Miranda at the River Lodge on regular maintenance issues from sinks to toilets, 
helping with setups takedowns, monitoring the attic for rain or critters and repairing a damaged partition 
in the men’s restroom.  As Joanna runs the Monday Club, staff handled work there also, installing a tool 
rack, repairs to window blinds and installing supply shelving in both restrooms. Staff also helped with set 
up of several musical events that are popular with the public. 
     
 
Depot Museum 
 
(Prepared by Alex Service, Curator) 
 
March’s visitation total at the Fortuna Depot Museum was 186.  This is in the middle range for our March 
visitation totals in recent years.  Previous years’ March visitor totals are: 2016: 167, 2015: 301, 2014: 
234, 2013: 240, 2012: 193, 2011: 98, 2010: 186, 2009: 76, 2008: 190.  In March 2017 we welcomed 
California visitors from Arcata, Boulder Creek, Bridgeville, Covelo, Eureka, Fortuna, Hayward, Herlung, 
Hydesville, Rio Dell and Scotia.  We also welcomed out-of-state visitors from Indiana, Kentucky, 
Minnesota, Oregon and Texas. 
 
Our new community loan display features a diorama constructed by a community member, depicting a 
typical American town of the 1930—40s.   A small seasonal display features antique Easter postcards 
from the Depot Museum’s collection, as well as printout reproductions of Easter postcards mailed 100 
years ago, in 1917.  In the fourth room of the museum, a new exhibit has been installed to commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the United States’ entry into World War I, which took place on April 6, 1917. 
 
Fortuna Transit 
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(Prepared by Kathy Rexford, Parks and Recreation) 
 
Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 938 trips during the month of March 2017.  The lift was 
used for non-wheelchair riders 45 times and 89 times for wheelchair trips.  The Fortuna Transit had 9 new 
riders during the month of March. 
 
We continue with the Eureka shopping trip on the first Tuesday of every month. 
 

 
 
Sports and Classes  
 
(Prepared by Kathy Rexford, Parks and Recreation) 
 
Adult League Basketball is off to a great start, we have 4 weeks left in the season.  The games are played 
Mon-Thurs nights at 6:30, 7:40 and 8:50 in the Boys Gym at the high school and the gym at Bear River. 
 
 Continuous Facility Rentals 
 
(Prepared by Kathy Rexford, Parks and Recreation) 
 
Results Fit Camp continues to hold exercise classes in the Pavilion on Mondays at 6pm and Tuesdays & 
Thursdays at 5:20am, 9:00am and 6:00pm, each class lasts one hour.  
 
Pickle-ball continues to have games in the Pavilion on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:30am – 
12:30pm.  This is open to the public and the cost is $3.00 per session.  
 
Weight Watchers continues to hold their weekly meetings in the Rohner Rec Hall on Wednesday’s from 
11:45am – 12:45pm.  
 
The office staff has been busy with all the summer rentals of the facilities in the park.  It’s going to be 
another busy summer for the Parks Dept with all the events that are being scheduled. 
 
The Pavilion has re-opened and the floor looks very nice after being refinished. 
 
Public Skating  
 
(Prepared by Toni Wilson, Recreation Supervisor) 
 
The Fortuna Skating Rink was open for public skate in the month of March.  There were two public skate 
nights with an average attendance of sixty skaters.  We hosted eleven private skate parties in March with 
an average attendance of twenty-nine at each.  The Fireman’s Pavilion floor got a much needed face lift 

 March 2016 March 2017 YTD ~ July ’15 – June ‘16 YTD ~ July ‘16 – June ‘17 

# of passengers 742 938 8515 7203 

Total Miles 2018 2462 24733 20303 

Service Miles 1827 2262 22384 18697 

Hours Worked 311.5 330.5 3518.50 2675.75 

Service Hrs Worked 272.75 287.75 2905.25 2339.75 
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this month. Eureka Flooring came in and put a new clear protective coating on the floor to prolong its life.  
The City of Fortuna would like to invite you all to bring your families in for public skate. The price for 
skates is $5.50 for anyone six and up or $3.50 for anyone five or younger. Public skate is open on 
Saturday nights from 6:30 pm – 9:30 pm. To book a private skate party, please call the park office at 725-
7620. 
 
Recreation Programs 
 
(Prepared by Toni Wilson, Recreation Supervisor) 
 
The City of Fortuna will be holding a rec. program for children ages five through thirteen in April for 
Spring Break. It will run from April 17th through April 21st, 2017.  The cost is $25 dollars a day or $18 for 
a half day. Sibling discounts will be available.  To correctly hire staff, you must pre-register your child. 
You may do so by contacting the park office at 725-7620 or email me at twilson@ci.fortuna.ca.us with 
the dates your child will be attending.  
 
Community Service 
 
(Prepared by Toni Wilson, Recreation Supervisor) 
 
The Parks & Recreation Department currently has twelve people signed up to perform Community 
Service. Community Service workers completed 262.50 hours in the month Of March.  Two of our 
workers completed their service hours in March. The Community Service Work Program is a big part of 
our success. The workers help with trash pickup and maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks 
as well as the Treatment Plant and the River Lodge. Since the program started in 1997, there have been 
49,263.50 service hours completed in the City.  
 
Community Service   
 
(Prepared by Toni Wilson, Recreation Supervisor) 
 
The Parks & Recreation Department currently has twelve people signed up to perform Community 
Service. Community Service workers completed 119.5 hours in the month Of January. Four people 
completed their hours this month.  The Community Service Work Program is a big part of our success. 
The workers help with trash pickup and maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks as well as 
the Treatment Plant and the River Lodge. Since the program started in 1997, there have been 48,861.75 
service hours completed in the City.  
 
RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
Receive Monthly Parks & Recreation Department Report. Consent Agenda Vote.   
 
 
 
 

mailto:twilson@ci.fortuna.ca.us
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STAFF REPORT  

Parks and Recreation Commission Business Agenda Item  
 

DATE:  June 12, 2017 

 

TO:  Honorable Chair and Commission Members 

 

FROM:  Kevin Carter, Interim Parks & Recreation Director 

  

SUBJECT: Review and Prioritize Projects to be presented to Measure E Committee for 

the Parks and Recreation Department 

  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Discuss and prioritize the list of projects developed during a Special Parks and Recreation 

commission meeting, and direct staff to take to Measure E Committee for consideration. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

The Parks and Recreation Committee met in a Special Meeting on May 3rd to discuss and create a 

list of projects which can be included in the funding discussion surrounding the Measure E 

implementation. The list was compiled by staff and developed further with a five-year funding plan 

along with a description of the project which includes justifications. 

 

Attached below is the list of projects for final consideration and prioritization by this Commission. 

Once the P&R Commission has determined prioritization, the Commission can provide direction 

to staff which will assist with an upcoming Measure E Committee meeting on June 20th.  

 

Following the presentation and deliberation with the Measure E Committee, the projects will be 

presented to City Council along with other budget items for final determinations on how to 

appropriate the funds generated from Measure E.  

 

The City has been running in a deficit for the previous recent years and it is anticipated by staff that 

an amount of Measure E funds will be used to backfill those lost funds for future reserve solvency. 

The presentations to the community and the wording within the measure itself were consistent and  

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

 

The anticipated revenue per year for the Measure E is around $1.2 Million per year. The Measure 

E Committee will provide their recommendations to the City Council who will decide on how the 

funds will be distributed throughout the City. This Commission will determine how staff presents 

the Parks and Recreation Department’s project list to the Measure E Committee, and then to the 

City Council. 

 

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 

 

1. Receive staff presentation and review Commission questions with staff 
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2. Open Public Comment 

3. Close Public Comment 

4. Motion to direct staff to present Parks and Recreation list of Measure E projects to the 

Measure E Committee in the order of priority as determined in this meeting: Voice 

Vote. 

 

Attachments:  

 Exhibit A – Parks and Recreation Department Measure E Projects – with funding and 

descriptions 
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Exhibit A 
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